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UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture vote on
the motion to proceed to H.J. Res. 1
occur at a time to be determined by
the majority leader, in consultation
with the Democratic leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, leadership time is
reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of William
Pelham Barr, of Virginia, to be Attor-
ney General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE
VICTIMS OF THE SENSELESS AT-
TACK AT MARJORY STONEMAN
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, a year
ago this afternoon, I was sitting in my
office in the Russell Office Building
when a news report began to flash
about a shooting at a high school in
South Florida. I was the father at the
time—in the case of one of my two
older children—of a child who was still
a high school student in South Florida.
You would normally be interested, just
in being a Senator from the State, but
you would be most particularly inter-
ested as a parent. As it turns out, the
incident and the shooting took place at
a school that was about 50 miles—
about 50 minutes—from my home, and
we all know of the story and of the
lives that were lost in this terrible
tragedy.

On a personal level, it is clearly an
issue that has affected me, first, be-
cause I am one of two Senators who
represent the State. Every person who
was impacted—every victim, everyone
who was wounded—is a constituent of
ours. Yet, as I have also pointed out,
my two oldest children are the same
ages as the victims. When you see the
pictures and you hear the stories, you
can’t help but recognize the stories and
the pictures, maybe just not individ-
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ually. I didn’t know any of the victims
personally, but the stories are familiar.
They are the stories of my children and
their friends, who are of the same age
and are at the same times in their
lives.

It is impossible to fully comprehend
unless you have gone through the loss
of a child—by the grace of God, I have
not—particularly under such tragic
and traumatic circumstances.
Throughout the last 12 months, as we
have reached different milestones in
my two daughters’ lives, whether it
was their proms or graduation days, or
whether it was dropping off my oldest
at college or attending a class ring
ceremony for a junior, we have been al-
most reminded, for just a moment, of
the parents who had expected to have
been doing the same during this time
of the year but have been unable.

I have learned a lot from those par-
ents, many of whom I have gotten to
know personally and have worked
alongside, in the last year, on a num-
ber of issues. In the year that has
passed, they have, as have the stu-
dents, turned their grief into effective
activism. The parents, in particular,
are the ones with whom I have
interacted the most here in Wash-
ington on a regular basis, and it is why
I thought it appropriate to come to the
floor today. I think they would say
that the best way to honor the memo-
ries of the children they lost is to take
actions that will work to make sure
that no other parent will ever have to
face this again.

Several of the parents have publicly
described what happened a year ago
today as the most avoidable mass mur-
der in American history, but what was
it that enabled this to happen? Why
was it avoidable? What could have been
done to address it?

In the brief moments that we have
here—my colleague from Florida will
have additional statements as well—I
want to point to some of the things we
now know that we didn’t know a year
ago today or in the days that followed.

From it, not only should that spark
outrage, but it should also spark ideas
about how to fix those things so never
again will any parent have to face what
they did and none of my colleagues will
have to stand here and give a speech
like the ones my colleague from Flor-
ida and I have to give today.

At the outset, let me say that the
credit for much of what I am about to
speak about belongs to the extraor-
dinary journalists at the South Florida
Sun Sentinel, who have done a remark-
able job over the last 10 months of re-
vealing to the public many facts that
would have been unknown otherwise.

At a time when there is so much de-
bate about journalism and its role in
our society and in public service and in
politics, they deserve tremendous cred-
it for bringing this to light, and I think
it is an example of why journalism re-
mains an important institution in our
country.

A lot of the attention in this debate
has been paid to the issues that we are
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familiar with and have been debating
long before this tragedy: a ban on cer-
tain weapons, universal background
checks, taking on what is described as
the gun lobby. These issues dominated
the national media coverage, and sup-
port for these positions is not new.
They predate this tragedy.

In our Republic, people most cer-
tainly have the right to advocate for
this or against it. They have the right
to lobby for it. They have the right to
vote for candidates who support these
positions and to vote against those who
do not. They are valid issues to debate
on public policy, but at the end of the
day, neither go directly to the heart of
this particular case and to the facts
that led up to it.

At the heart of this is that the killer,
the perpetrator of this terrible tragedy,
was known to be dangerous for a long
time by many people in positions of
power and authority at the school dis-
trict, the sheriff’s office, and at the
FBI, and no one did anything about it.
This is now a documented fact.

Early in the days after this, we saw
images of the sheriff and the super-
intendent lecturing people and talking
about what a great job they had done,
but the facts will show that it was
their incompetence that allowed this
to happen, and, then, even worse, they
tried to cover it up.

There is an article entitled ‘‘Schools
culture of tolerance lets students like
[the Kkiller] slide,” by Megan O’Matz
and Scott Travis, reporters at the
South Florida Sun Sentinel. I am going
to read from it, and then I am going to
introduce it into the RECORD. I am not
going to read the whole article.

Here is how it opens:

Broward schools have grown so tolerant of
misbehavior that students like [the Kkiller]
are able to slide by for years without strict
punishment for conduct that could be crimi-
nal.

The culture of leniency allows children to
engage in an endless loop of violations and
second chances, creating a system where
kids who commit the same offense for the
10th time may be treated like it’s the first.

[The killer] was suspended at least 67 days
over less than a year and a half at
Westglades Middle School, and his problems
continued at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School. . . .

The South Florida Sun Sentinel ob-
tained the Killer’s discipline records,
they reviewed discipline policies, and
here is what they found:

Students can be considered first-time of-
fenders even if they commit the same offense
year after year.

The district’s claim of reforming bad be-
havior is exaggerated.

Lenient discipline has an added PR benefit
for the district: lower suspensions, expul-
sions and arrests along with rising gradua-
tion rates.

It goes on to say:

Many teachers and parents say Broward
has created a culture in which teachers are
expressly told or subtly pressured not to
send students to the administration for pun-
ishment so a school’s image is not tarnished.

One teacher who taught for 37 years
in the district before retiring said she
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